
 

Generate Raises $6M for Web Stars’ Shows 
By Liz Gannes 
Posted Tuesday, March 4, 2008 at 9:01 PM PT  

Generate, a talent management and production startup focused on online video, has raised $6 million 
from Velocity Interactive Group and MK Capital. The two-year-old company, which was previously self-
funded, has an impressive roster of web stars signed, among them the Blame Society (Chad Vader), 
Clark Duke (Clark and Michael), Improv Everywhere, and Kathleen Grace (The ‘Burg, The All-for-Nots). 

Santa Monica, Calif.-based Generate has acquired female assassin series Pink, a success in its own right 
with 4 million views under its belt (first episode embedded above), and is producing a reality television 
recap show LaQuisha as well as a comedy show called Knockers (promo embedded below). 

Generate just got out of an exclusive deal with MTV Networks and is ready to explore the promise of 
broad syndication on the Internet, said CEO Jordan Levin, who was previously CEO of the WB Network. 
“We’re big believers that the model that makes the most sense, for Generate, at least, is to monetize 
around content, not around a specific channel, and to get as wide a reach as possible,” Levin said. 

Levin is looking to use Generate’s new funding to finance production of shows and build direct inroads to 
advertisers who will sponsor and integrate their products into its shows. The company will offer a greater 
ownership stake and a greater share of shows’ profits to its talent than competitors such as Vuguru, 
which is behind Grace’s All-for-Nots, Levin said. After digital, he hopes that deals in TV, film and 
publication await. 

And as distribution and monetization improve online, said Levin, “The talent will become the scarce 
resource.” 

 

 

 

 

 

http://newteevee.com/2008/03/04/generate/
http://newteevee.com/author/lizg/
http://www.generatela.com/
http://www.generatela.com/pages/management.php
http://www.blamesociety.net/chadvader/index.php
http://www.clarkandmichael.com/
http://improveverywhere.com/
http://www.theburg.tv/
http://www.theallfornots.com/
http://www.pinktheseries.com/
http://youtube.com/watch?v=--u9JclfPz0

	Generate taps Levin for CEO
	Company also secures $6 million in financing

	Generate Buys, Launches Series 
	Generate has snagged the rights to Pink The Series; and has green-lit two series, Knockers and LaQuisha. By Mike Shields MARCH 05, 2008 Generate, the digital content production company headed by former WB Network CEO Jordan Levin, has announced plans to acquire one Web series and launch two other originals.The company, which was formed in 2006 behind an exclusive production deal with MTV Networks, is moving towards becoming more of an independent content producer and distributor, one with its own ad sales capabilities, said Levin. To kick start that endeavor, Generate has snagged the rights to Pink The Series, an adventure/graphical novel series that debuted on the Web last September.In addition, Generate has green-lit two series that will employ lesser known comedic talents, including Knockers, which features the sketch troupe Good Neighbor (according to Levin, it has recently been building a following on the Internet); and LaQuisha, which features a character based on Los Angeles radio personality Ralph Garman – who has done voice work on Fox’s The Family Guy.To fund these new series, Generate announced that it has secured $6 million in financing, including an investment from Velocity Interactive Group, a firm headed by former Fox Interactive Media president Ross Levinsohn and AOL CEO Jonathan Miller.While Levin credited the company’s relationship with MTVN – which included the launch of the series The Andy Milonakis Show and Wonder Showzen - for putting Generate on the map, its focus in the near future will be to capitalize on the emerging appetitive for original, high production value content on the Web, which allows for a variety of distribution and business models. Plus, Generate will look to create content that travels well across media platforms.“The MTV deal allowed us to produce diverse content and grow the company,” said Levin. “It allowed us to test our theory [that Web distribution was about to catch fire]. Now is the appropriate time to get the right amount of funding and continue to expand....it’s our first opportunity to be independent. That’s sort of comes pretty close to what we envisioned for Generate.”And now, Levin says more a-list brands are willing to take his calls about sponsoring original Web content. “What I’ve seen and what we believe is that there is this obvious emergence of professionally produced content,” he said. “As professional content emerges, it makes things more acceptable for advertisers.”
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